L. INTRODUCTION

As of December 2022, 661 incidents were recorded in the Monthly Conflict Census from the
WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS).! A cumulative fatality of 1,669 and 730
injuries/infected cases emanating from criminal attacks, road accidents and incidents of
environmental security including Lassa Fever, Cholera and COVID-19 were recorded in
December 20222,

As shown in the thematic graph below, Violent Extremism and Organised Crime recorded a
total fatality of 1,356 people, accounting for the highest fatality of the total number of fatalities
(1,669) in the reporting period, while Democracy and Governance theme recorded 218 deaths3.
Also, Environmental Security theme recorded 93 deaths and Gender, Peace and Security
thematic area recorded 2 (two) fatalities in the reporting period.* (see annex for the monthly
census).

THEMATIC AREAS: INCIDENT/FATALITY/INJURY RATE, DECEMBER 2022

1356

1400
1200
1000

800

600 380

400 22 200 218 253 239

60 93
200 J ' # i 21 E 16
0
Violent Democracy/Governance Environmental Security Gender, Peace and
Extremism/Organised Security

crime
CINCIDENTS [1DEATHS [1INJURIES

Source: WANEP-NEWS®.

The Monthly Bulletin presents an analysis of the security challenges identified from monitoring
trends of incidents through the WANEP NEWS and the mass media. It also offers
recommendations for stakeholders’ interventions and mitigation.

2. ORGANISED CRIME AND VIOLENT EXTREMISM
The sustained military operations against terrorism in the North-East Region of Nigeria
recorded considerable gains with several terrorists and its logistic suppliers arrested in Damboa,

! Source: WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/
2 Ibid.

* Source: WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/
4 Source: WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/
* Source : WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/
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Bama, Gwoza, Chibok and Konduga LGAs of Borno State; Gulani and Geidam LGAs of Yobe
State®. In December 2022, 219 terrorists were neutralized’, 30 abducted civilians rescued while
280 terrorists and their families comprising 29 males, 73 females and 148 children surrendered
to the Nigerian Military®. Available records from the Nigerian Army have revealed that more
than 83,000 Boko Haram and ISWAP terrorists and their family members have so far
surrendered?®. Out of 83,000, an estimated 41,000 were women and children.

The security landscape further recorded inter-rivalry supremacy tussle between Boko Haram
and Islamic State of West Africa Province (ISWAP) terrorists in Borno State, which resulted in
the death of 118 terrorists including the 33 wives of ISWAP as documented in WANEP NEWS?°,
The civilian recorded fatalities emanating from terrorists attacks in the month accounted for
the death of 17 herders with several cattle rustled in Borno State!!. Amid the ongoing military
offensive in the North-East, terrorist-related activities remains prominent in Guzamala and
Kukawa LGAs of Borno State, with claims of minimal civilian and security presence.!?

Other internal security challenges ranging from kidnapping, banditry, drug/human trafficking,
communal violence and criminal attacks by separatist groups, amongst others, continue to
undermine peace and security in the affected localities. Also, 1,002 deaths and 222 injuries
were recorded under organised crimes by the WANEP NEWS?3. Out of the 1,002 fatalities, 56
were females, 25 security personnel and 3 children!®. The joint security operations led to
shoot-outs with criminal gangs resulting in death of 405 non-state armed groups in Delta
(South-South); Kaduna, Katsina, Sokoto, Zamfara and Kebbi (North-West); Adamawa and Bauchi
(North-East); Kogi, Niger (North-Central); Imo, Ebonyi (South-East); Lagos and Ekiti States in the
South-West.

Moreover, armed attacks from banditry accounted for the highest fatality of civilians (423) in
the reporting month. The affected States include, Katsina, Sokoto, Gombe, Zamfara, Kaduna,
Kebbi, Niger and Bauchi States. See below the graphical representation of armed banditry-
related deaths across the affected States in the reporting month.

© https:/prnigeria.com/2022/12/22/terrorists-killed-military-2/

7 Source: WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/

8 https://www.sunnewsonline.com/soldiers-kill-103-terrorists-arrest-40-others-destroy-57-illegal-refineries-in-3-weeks/
° https://theeagleonline.com.ng/appraising-operational-successes-of-nigerias-military-in-2022-by-sumaila-ogbaje/

10 Source: WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/

' https://www.thedefensepost.com/2022/12/27/boko-haram-kills-herders-nigeria/

12 https://www.vanguardngr.com/2022/12/boko-haram-in-control-of-two-borno-lgas-speaker-cries-out/

13 Source: WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/

' ibid




Armed Banditry: Statistics of civilian fatalities in December 2022
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Armed violence/murder accounted for the second highest fatality in the month with 84 deaths
with incidents of violent clashes between communities and herders/armed attacks by militia
herders resulting in the death of 45 people. Other recorded incidents of cult violence and
homicide led to 14 and 10 deaths respectively. The graph below highlights the figures of
fatalities and injuries across reported incidents of organised crime in December 2022.

ORGANISED CRIME: Figures of Deaths/Injuries, December 2022
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15 Source : WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/
16 Source : WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/
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Communal clashes arising from disputes over land ownership and chieftaincy title resulted in
fatalities and destruction of properties in Anambra, Ondo and Lagos States in the month. Ondo
State recorded 4 deaths with no recorded deaths in Anambra, Lagos and Ondo States. Also,
Anambra State accounted for 12 injured victims. The recurrence of communal violence
continues to deepen polarisation along ethnic lines, further threatening peace in the affected
States.

Another source of security threat is the recurring cases of kidnapping, particularly for ransom
and organ harvesting across the States of Nigeria. The month of December 2022 recorded 81
incidents of kidnapping across 29 States with 916 people abducted. Out of the 916 people, 70
were females and 19 children.

FIGURES OF ABDUCTED VICTIMS, DECEMBER 2022
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Also, between January to December 2022, the WANEP NEWS recorded 925 incidents of
kidnapping with 6,476 victims abducted. Out of the 6,476 abducted victims, 678 were females,
402 children and 26 security officials. Below the graphical illustration of the statistics of
kidnapped victims in 2022.

17 Source : WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/
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FIGURES OF KIDNAPPED VICTIMS IN NIGERIA: January-December, 2022
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The NEWS further recorded 124 incidents of arrest across States in the reporting period.?° The
arrest in the month cuts across cases of cult violence, terrorism, fraud, robbery, kidnapping,
human/arms trafficking, sexual and gender based violence (SGBV), and other forms of violent
crimes.

3. DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE:

Amid the proliferation and operations of non-state armed groups across States in Nigeria, the
Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) has raised an alarm that the persistent
insecurity could be a threat to the postponement of the 2023 general elections scheduled for
the February 25 and March 11%°,

Similar to the threats of banditry and terrorism in the northern region, security in the South-
East Region of Nigeria has further deteriorated with frequent attacks by armed groups. Majority
of the attacks in the South-East continues to target security operatives, government officials
and infastructures. For instance, incidents of attacks, vandalism and arson on INEC’s facilities in
Orlu, Oru-West, Isu and Owerri Municipal of Imo State as well as on other government
infastructure and private residences of some government officials in the State were evident®.
Likewise, in Anambra State, a police station was also burnt down during the period?l. The
previous month of November 2022 also recorded attacks on INEC facilities in Ebonyi, Osun and
Ogun States??

18 Source : WANEP National Early Warning Systcm (NEWS) WWW.wanep. org/news/
://da . 3/01/14/2023-pol -3 -chall

20 Source : WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/
2! ibid
22 Source : WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/
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In the lead up to the 2023 elections, the political climate is replete with propaganda, political
intimidation, physical attacks and destruction of campaign posters and billboards by supporters
of political opponents. This poses a high risk to the peaceful conduct of the electoral process
that could potentially hamper voter turnout. In December 2022, WANEP documented 21
incidents of election-related violence including assassination in Lagos, Rivers, Kwara, Gombe,
Anambra, Imo, Kogi, Kano, Osun, Ebonyi, Oyo, Ogun and Sokoto States?3. The month recorded 8
election-related deaths and 26 injuries®*. The fatalities were recorded in Imo, Ebonyi, Oyo and
Sokoto States, while Rivers, Kano, Gombe and Osun States accounted for the injured victims.

According to INEC, the total number of eligible voters increased by 9,464,924 from the
84,004,084 recorded in the 2019 general elections to 93,469,008 eligible voters in 2023%°. See
below the gender disaggregated data of eligible voters in Nigeria.

2023 General Elections In Nigeria: Statistics of Eligible Voters
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The WANEP NEWS recorded 13 incidents of public demonstrations and industrial action in the
month of December 2022. Out of the total recorded demonstrations, one incident led to
violence in Imo State, resulting in the death of one (1) person, following alleged police brutality
during demonstrations.

Other recorded peaceful demonstrations in the month include; demonstrations over a hike in
tuition fees at the University of Nigeria (UNN-Enugu State)?’; seeming partisanship of the Chief
Justice of Nigeria (CIJN); protest by Team Delta’s athletes against poor feeding, allowances and
unfriendly environment at their camps by the Delta State Government?®; and the alleged non-

2 ibid
24 Source : WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/
25 https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/575140-2023-polls-youth-population-tops-age-distribution-chart-as-inec-presents-list-of-93-4-registered-voters.html
26 Source : WANEP National Early Warmng System (NEWS) WWW.wanep. org/ncws/
://da . 2/12/02 tud
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payment of the promotion arrears of teachers by the Local Government Council Chairmen at
the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), Abuja. The frequent attacks by herders in Enugu State also
prompted several demonstrations by residents of Isi-Uzo LGA in Enugu State?®.

The WANEP NEWS also recorded 202 deaths and 246 injuries from road accidents in the
month3°. Over-speeding, violation of traffic signals, bad roads, amongst others, have largely
been attributed to the cause of road accidents in the country. Also, 14 fatalities were recorded
from boat mishaps in Kogo, Delta amd Lagos States3!.

4. ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY:

The WANEP NEWS documented cases of COVID-19 in the month under review. Although no
recorded COVID-19 deaths, 120 infected COVID-19 cases were recorded in December 202232, As
of December 2022, a total of 63,298,301 people have been administered the complete dose of
COVID-19 vaccine in Nigeria®3.

Several other health challenges recorded in the month include; Lassa Fever and Cholera. The
table below highlights the statistics per health challenges in the month, as recorded in the
WANEP NEWS34,

EPIDEMICS Deaths Confirmed Cases
Lassa Fever 10 74

Coronavirus (COVID-19) 0 120

Cholera (Cross River and Ebonyi) 60 30

In 2022, 112 Local Government Areas (LGAs) in 27 States recorded at least one (1) confirmed
case of Lassa Fever with 189 deaths and 8,202 suspected cases recorded from January to
December 20223, Additionally, 270 LGAs across 32 States and the FCT-Abuja reported 23,550
suspected cholera cases with 583 deaths between January to November 202236,

Notwithstanding the deployment of relief services to affected communities in the aftermath of
the flood disaster in Nigeria, communities continue to grapple with the outbreaks of water-
borne diseases, particulary Cholera with 60 deaths recorded in Cross River and Ebonyi States in
December 2022. Amid its seasonal occurrences (cholera) especially during rainy seasons, poor
sanitation, inadequate access to water, poor refuse disposal and practices such as open
defecation of local communities is attributed to the outbreak of cholera. Besides, 3,219,780
people were affected in the flood disaster with 1,427,370 people internally displaced in the
year 2022%. In addition, 612 fatalities and 2,776 injured victims were recorded from flood
incidents3,

2 Source : WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/

3% Source : WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/

31 Source : WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/

32 Source : WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/; www.ncdc.gov.ng

3 www.nede.gov.ng

3Source : WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/

33 https://nede.gov.ng/diseases/sitreps/?cat=5&name=An%20update%200f%20Lassa%20fever%20outbreak%20in%20Nigeria

*¢ https://punchng.com/cholera-kills-583-in-1 | -months-says-ncdc/;https://ncdc.gov.ng/themes/commonl/files/sitreps/3a5aa9 1 83ac8689daea21962828ac236.pdf
*7 Ibid.
38 https:

punchng.com/floods-killed-612-injured-2776-in-2022-minister.




5. GENDER, PEACE AND SECURITY:

The WANEP NEWS documented several cases of rape in Ogun, Anambra, Plateau, Nasarawa,
Oyo, Lagos, Edo, Delta, Niger and Kaduna States. Out of the 18 recorded incidents, 2 females
were murdered in Plateau and Niger States. Also, incidents of human trafficking were recorded
in Akwa-lbom State in the month3°. 935 trafficking victims, including 521 sex trafficking victims,
129 labour trafficking victims, and 285 victims of unspecified exploitation were recorded in the
year 2022 in Nigeria®. The low reportage of Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV) cases,
particularly rape, remains a major challenge in the implementation of the Violence Against
Persons Prohibition (VAPP) and Child Rights laws.

Implications for Peace and Security in Nigeria

The threats of volent extremist groups, armed banditry, kidnapping, separatist agitations,
amongst other internal security challenges have continued to fracture social cohesion in the
lead up to the elections. The 2022 Nigeria Social Cohesion Survey (NSCS) report by the Africa
Polling Institute (API) in collaboration with the Ford Foundation further demonstrates a
weakening of the state social cohesiveness in the country*!. The 2022 social cohesion index in
Nigeria recorded a decline with 39.9 percent compared to 2021 with 44.2 percent, which
remained below the average of 50 percent®. Rising insecurity ahead of the elections is further
exacerbated by hate speeches and inflammatory political statements that has heightened
political tension and polarization. These challenges pose significant risks to political
participation and peaceful conduct of elections in 2023.

The recurrent outbreaks of epidemics particularly Cholera and Lassa Fever, also remains a
major health risk in the country. Despite the seasonal occurrence of Lassa Fever, the Nigerian
Government is yet to develop a vaccine for Lassa Fever. Also, inadequate surveillance systems
and limited healthcare facilities in rural communities delays early detection and treatment
thereby increasing the risk of spread and mortality rate.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
In view of the human security threats and the analysis highlighted, the following
recommendations are proposed for response and mitigation by stakeholders:

e The Federal, State and Local Governments should strengthen collaboration with
traditional/religious leaders, faith-based institutions, women and youth groups to
increase dialogue and mediation platforms to address increased threats to security and
foster social cohesion in communities;

e The Federal and State Governments, political parties, media and Civil Society
Organisations (CSOs) should increase their awareness campaigns on peaceful elections,

3% Source : WANEP National Early Warning System (NEWS) : www.wanep.org/news/
40 https://www.state.gov/reports/2022-trafficking-in-persons-report/nigeria,

41 https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2022/10/07/report-exposes-weak-social-cohesion-in-nigeria/
42 hitps://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2022/10/07/report-exposes-weak-social-cohesion-in-nigeria/




non-violence and strengthen social cohesion to abate the risks of insecurity ahead of the
elections;

e ltis also imperative for the State and Local Governments in partnership with the Nigeria
Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) to strengthen collaboration with Civil Society
Organisations (CSOs), mass media, traditional and faith-based organisations to increase
public health, safety and hygiene awareness to mitigate the recurring outbreak of Lassa
Fever and Cholera.

CONCLUSION:

The 2023 general election presents opportunities for Nigeria to harness its dividends for
democratic consolidation in the political landscape of the country. However, rising insecurity,
socio-economic and political challenges bedevilling the country pose high risks to election
security. Despite the seeming protracted insecurity, there are also resilient
factors/interventions that could be leveraged to conduct peaceful elections and harness its
dividends to consolidate democratic governance. While such interventions are necessary for
safeguarding citizens' participation and election security, what is critically important is the need
for internal and international interlocutors to intensify collaboration and engagement with
critical stakeholders including INEC, political parties, and other relevant actors to sustain
dialogue aimed at managing potential disputes, while responding effectively to threats to
election security in a bid to ensure peaceful political transition in Nigeria in 2023%.

CENSUS OF INCIDENTS FOR DECEMBER 2022

THEMATIC AREA NO of Attacks. | VICTIMS
[DEATHS —  [INURES |
VIOLENT EXTREMISM: Boko Haram/ISWAP attacks - 17 civilians | -
(herders)
17
-Inter-rivalry clash between Boko Haram and - 118 terrorists
ISWAP including 33 | -

wives of ISWAP

- Counter-Terrorist Attacks - 219 terrorists -

ORGANISED CRIME:(Armed-robbery, assassination, | 148 521 161
armed violence, armed bandits, mob attack, arson
and cult/gang clash)

Armed  Action/Shoot-out  between  security | 39 405 3
operatives and members of criminal gangs
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Abduction (evident across 29 States) 81 - -
Cybercrime/Fraud 7 - -
Election-related violence 21 8 26
Extra-Judicial killing/Accidental shooting 7 6 4
Physical/Armed Assault 13 2 13
Herder-Community Conflict 13 45 8
Violent Clash
e Commercial drivers and illegal revenue 2 - 4
collectors in Anambra State.
e Intra-violent clash between Road Transport
Employers Association (RTEAN)
Drug Trafficking/Overdose of illicit drug 18 4 -
Homicide 13 10 3
Suicide 1 1 -
DEMOCRACY AND GOOD GOVERNANCE:
Demonstration (peaceful) 10 - -
Demonstration (violent) 1 1 -
Intimidation and Threats 9 - -
Industrial Strike Action 2 - -
Arrest/Detention 124 - -
Road Accident 50 202 246
Drainage collapse 1 1 -
Boat Acident in Kogi, Delta and Lagos States 3 14 7
ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY:
Communal conflict 3 4 13
Drowning in Lagos and Anambra States 2 4 -
Pandemic/Epidemics: Confirmed/Infected
cases
a. Coronavirus (COVID-19) 1 0 )
b. Lassa Fever 1 10 covib: 120'
c. Cholera 1 60 Lassa Fever: 74
Cholera: 30
Fire Outbreak 48 8 -
Electrocution 4 7 2
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Through its National Early Warning System (NEWS), the West Africa Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP- Nigeria) develops and disseminates a monthly bulletin on Human Security
at the end of each month to inform the different actors and / or partners and formulates recommendations to different decision-makers for targeted responses to the given alerts.
This monthly monitoring is based on information gathered from the field by the WANEP-NIGERIA field monitors, and also information gathered from the various national and
international media.

27, Adeniji Street, Adeniji Estate, off WEMPCO Road, Ogba Lagos State, Tel : +2348062072468 ; Website : www.wanepnigeria.org

GENDER, PEACE AND SECURITY:
Sexual Assault/Rape 17 2 16

Human Trafficking 4 - -
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