A
BILLIFOR

Long title. A Lawto eliminate violence in privaterand publiife, prohibit all forms.of
violence against personsand torprovide maximum protectiomand: effective
remedies for victims-and punishment of offenderand for other matters
connected therewith.

Commencement. ( )
Enactment. BEIITEENACTHLY the Akwa lbom-State House 'of Assembly as follows:
PART! |
OFRRENCES
Definition of lape. 1. (1) A personcommits the offence of rape if

(@) he or she iintettionally penetrates ithe wagina,
anus ©or rmouth of -another  personwith any
other part of his or'hertbhody-oranything else;

(b)  the other persondoes not-.consenttathe
penetration; or

(c) the consent iis cobtained by’ force>orrmeansfof
threat or intimidation of any kind orby fear of
harm or by means>of false and fraudulent
representation as:totthenature of the actorithe
use of any ssubstance-or:@additive -capable’ of
taking away the will of such personcoriin:ithe
case of -armarried>person by impersonating -his
or her spouse.

(2) A personconvicted-of-an offence under subsection (1) of this
section is!liable tamprisonment for life except-

(@  where the offender islessthani14 years‘of-age,
the offender is liable (to maximum of 14 years
imprisonment;

(b) in all other cases, t02arminimumfof:12-years
imprisonment without an option of fine; or

(c) in the casecofrape by -a groupcof persons;'the
offenders are liable jointly: toa minimum of 20
years imprisonment without-an-option of fine.

(3) The Court:shall-also award appropriate-compensation to:the
victim as itimay-deem fit/in'theircumstance.



Inflicting physicalrinjury
on a;person.

Coercion.

(4) A register ffor convicted-sexual offendershall be maintained
by the Courtand made accessible to: the public.

2. (1) A personwhowillfully.causes orinflictsphysical injuon
another person by means>ofany weapon, -substance  or object,.commitsran
offence and iis!liableoon conviton to a term of imprisonment not exceeding
Syearscora finenotexceeding100;000:00.or loth.

(2) A personwho:attemptsitoccommit:he actprovided in
subsection (1) othis section commits ancoffence-and-is liable on-conviction
to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 3 years of:to afinemnot-exceeding
N200,000.00or!hoth.

(3) A personwhoiincites,-aids; abets; or.counselsaher person
to commit the act provided in subsection( (1), 0of 'this stion commits an
offence and isliable on convictionto :a term-of imprisonment not-exeeding
3 yearscor to-a fine:noexceedingN200,000.00 orhoth.

(4) A personwhorreceives or assists:another who; tash
knowledge commits -ancoffenceunder subsection( (1) of 'this:section; is1an
accessoryafter the fact andiis liable orconviction to aiterm of
imprisonment not exceeding-3 gars or to a/fine not-exceedingd200,000.00
or both.

(5)  The Courtrmay-alsorawardappropriate.compensation tothe
victim as itrmay-deem fitiin theircumstance.

3. A personwhoccoerces anotheto engage iin-any-act o the!detriment
of that other person's physical-orpsychological well-being, commits an
offence and iis!liable-orconviction to term of imprisonmentnot less ithan3
years.

Wilfully placinga person4. (1) A personwhowillfully coriknowingly places a-person infear of
in fear of physicalinjury. physicalinjury commitsan offence andisl liable:onconviction:to a:term:of

imprisonment not exceeding 2 yearsr to a fine not exceedingN200,00000
or both.

(2) A personwho:attempts:toccommit thecoffene as;povided for
in subsection (1) othis section .commits-an offence and isalble on
conviction to a term ©of imprisonment not exceeding 1 yearrorto a fine-not
exceedingN100;000:or both.

(3) A personwho:aids; abet, or counsels:another persoto
commit the offence providedfor in subsection((1) 0f this sectionccommits-an
offence and is lliablecon:conviction to:daerm of imprisonment not exceeding
1 yearorto-afie not exceedingN200,000.00orboth.

(4) A personwhorreceives orassists another'who hasmmitted
the offence providedfor in subsection((1) of this section is-an accessaifyer
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Offensive-conduct.

Prohibition of female

circumcision-or: genital
mutilation.

the fact and iislliable-orconviction to aterm of imprisonment not-exceeding
lyear or to a‘finernot-exceedingd200,000.00or both.

5. (1) A personwhocompels:another), by forceror threatot engage

in any conduct.or-actsexual or .otherwise, to the detriment of the wvictim's

physical or psychological welbeing commits an «offence -and s liable;on
conviction to a term ofimprisonment not exceeding-2/ears or:to a fine not

exceedingN500,000.00 ortboth.

(2) A personwho-attempts:toccommit:theoffence providd for in
subsection ((1)-of thissection commits -an-offence:and:is-liableron convictio
to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 11 year or:to afinecnot-exceeding
N300,000.00 orthoth.

(3) A personwhoiincites, aids; abets; ar.counselsanethperson
to commit the offence provided for in subsection (1) of/this:section .comits
an offence and isiliable oronviction to aterm of imprisonment not
exceeding lyear or to a‘finernot-exceedingd300,000.00 orboth.

(4) A person who rreceives or: assists anotherwho, to:his her
knowledge, committed the offence provided for iin subsection (1) 'of 'this
section is-an-accessory:afterthiact andis lieble on convictionto -a term-of
imprisonment not exceeding 3 years or o a fine nogxceedingN500,000.00
or both.

6. (1)  The circumcision corggenital -mutilationo of: the-girl-'childror
woman is'hereby prohibited.

(2) A personwho;performsffemale circumeisionror-genital
mutilation or engages-another:tocarry out suchccircumcision ormmutilation
commits an offenceand is 'liablecon: conviction tca term of imprisonment
not exceeding 4 years orto atfie not exceedingdN200,000.00orboth.

(3) A personwho-atempts to commit the offence jprovided for in
subsection ((2)cof:thissection commits -an-offence:and:is-liableron convictio
to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 2 years or:to afinecnot-exceeding
N100,000:00:0r both.

(4) A personwhoiincites, aids; ‘abets;rar.counselsanotherr-person
to commit the offence providedfor in subsection((2)-of this section commits
an offence ad is liableconcconviction to:derm of imprisonment not
exceeding 2 years or:to a’fanot exceedingN100;000:00-01both.

Frustrating investigation 7. Any person who, with intent :to «defraudcor:concealranoffenceror

frustrate the investigation and prosecution of coffenders under: this* Act>or
under anyotherenactment



Wilfully making élse
statement.

Forcefullejection from
home.

(@) destroys, alters, rmutilates, cor falsifies:rany chookor
document, dress:or:clothing whicltould serve-as
evidence corexhibits;;and

(b)  omits, or is privy tto comitting, -anymaterialb particula
from any such cdocument, bbook,dress ror |clothing,
commits a felony -and s liable on-conviction to aterm
of imprisonment not exceeding-3/ears oritoaffine not
exceedingN200,000.00or hoth.

8. A person who wilfully rmakes‘ false:tstatement; whetherroralor
documentary, iin -:anyjudicial proceeding under: thid.aw or with the aim of
initiating investigation or criminaproceedings under thid aw another

person commits -ancoffence underithidaw and is liablecon:convictionto: a
fine of N200,000 or aterm of imprisonment notexceeding 12 months.

9. (1) A person who forcefully cevicts his)or her spousefrom:his or
her home or refuses him>oher access: commits:anoffencerand is liable on
conviction to a term of imprisonment notexceeding 2 years or:ta a:finenot
exceedingN300,000.00 ortboth.

(2) A personwho-attemptsito.commit:theoffence provided for:in
subsection ((1)-of this sectiomommits an offence-and-isiliable on.conviction
to a term of imprisonment not exceedingl yearcor: to-aihe not exceeding
N200,000.00orhath.

(3) A personwhoiincites,-aids; abets; ar.counsels anothgerson
to commit the offence asprovided for in subsection (1) of/thiscsection
commits an offence -andiisiliable)oronviction to a term of imprisonment
not exceeding 1 yearorito afinecn@xceedingN200,000.00 or both.

(4) A person who rreceives or: assists anotheriwho, to:hos her
knowledge, committed the offence provided for iin subsection (1), of this
section is-anaccessory-after: the' fact:and-iable on conviction:to-a term-of
imprisonment not exceeding '1yyeaor to a fine notexceedingN200,000.00
or both.

Deprivinga personofhis10. (1) A personwhodeprives:another of hisorcherliberty, except

or herliberty.

pursuant to a.court.ordercommits anoffence-and:is liable on .conviction to a
term of imprisonment not exceeding? years or to-afinaot exceeding
N500,000.00 ortboth.

(2) A personwho-atempts to commit the offence jprovided for in
subsection ((1)-of thissection commits -ancoffence:and:is-liable-on conviction
to a term of imprisonment not exceeding ‘1 /yearorto afinecnot-exceeding
N200,000.000r!both.

(3) A personwho incites, -aids, abets, or .counselsanothperson
to commit an offence agprovided for in subsection (1) of'this:section



commits an offence -andiisiliable omonviction to a term «of imprisonment
not exceeding 2 pars orito a'fine not-exceedingd300,000.00 orboth.

(4) A person who rreceives or assistshanotheriwho, to-hes her
knowledge, committed the offence provided for iin subsection (1) 'of 'this
section is-anaccessory-after: the' fact:and:iiable on conviction:to-a term-of
imprisonment not exceeding 1yyear orto afine naxceedingN100;000:00
or both.

Damage to-property with1l (1) A person who ccausesrmischiefror-destructionr or-dage to
intent to cause stress. the property of another with intent to cause orknowing:that it is/likelyto
cause distressor-annoyance to/theictim, commits an-offence-and-is liable
on conviction to a term of imprisonment notexceeding 2 years or:to afine
not exceedingN300,000.00 or'both.

(2) A personwho-attemptsitoccommit:the dfence provided for in
subsection ((1)-of this sectiomommits an offence-and-isiliable on.conviction
to a term of imprisonment not exceedingl year-or: to-a fine not exceeding
N200,000.000rboth.

(3) A personwhoiincites,-aids;abet or counsels:anotheperson
to commit the offence asprovided for in subsection (1) ofithis:section
commits an offence and iis/lliable:on convictiono a term of imprisonment
not exceeding 1 yearor:to arfe not exceedingN200,000.00orboth.

(4) A person who rreceives or: assists anotherwho, to:his her
knowledge, committed the offence provided for iin subsection (1) 'of 'this
section isan accessory: aftethe fact andis liable concconviction to:a term, of
imprisonment not exceeding 1,year orto a finenaxceedingN200,000.00

or both.
Forcedfinancial 12. (1) A personwhocauses:forced financial-dependence or
dependencer economic economic abuse of:another commitan offence and isiliable onconvictionto
abuse. a term of imprisonment not exceeding-2 years:do a fine not exceeding

N500,000.00 ortboth.

(2) A personwho-attemptsib commit the offence provided for in
subsection ((1)-of thissection commits -ancoffence:and:is-liable-on convictio
to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 11, year or.to afinecnot-exceeding
N1200,000.00-0rboth.

(3) A person who iincites,-aids; abets; or.counsels anothperson
to commit the offence asprovided for in subsection (1) ofthis:section
commits an offence -andiis éble on conviction to a term «of imprisonment
not exceeding lyear or to afinernot-exceedingd200,000.00 ortboth.

(4) A person who rreceives or assists another'who; to:his her
knowledge, committed the offence provided for iin subsection (1), 'of 'this
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Forced isolation or

section isan accessory: after ithe fact ands liable on:conviction to-a term of
imprisonment not exceeding 6 months-or to-a fineot exceeding
N100,000:00:0r both.

13 (1) A person who forcefully iisolates-or: separatesranother from

separation/from/family family andfriendscommits anoffence-and:is lisle on convictionito-a termand
friends. of imprisonment not exceeding 6 montls or to a‘fine not-exceeding
N100,000.00 or both.

Emotional, verbal and
psychological abuse.

(2) A personwho:attemptsitoccommit:ithe-act.of violence
provided for in subsection(1) of thisection commits -an-offence:and:is-liable
on conviction to a term of imprisonment notexceeding -3 - months-or to:a fine
not exceedingN100,000:00.0r both.

(3) A personwhoiincites,-aids; ‘abets; or.counsels anothgerson
to commit the offence asprovided for in subsection (1) ofthis:section
commits an offence and iis!liable;orconviction to a term «©of imprisonment
not exceeding 3:months-or to-a fine:noexceedingN100,000:00-0r both.

(4) A person who rreceives or: assists anotherwho, to:his her
knowledge, committed the offence provided for in subsection(1)>0f this
section isan accessory: after ithe fact ands liable concconviction to-a term> of
imprisonment not exceeding 3rmonths or to-a fine notexceeding
N100,000.00 or both.

14 (1) A person who causes:iemotional; <verbaland: psychologi
abuse on-another.commits: anffence and is liable on conviction:to a-termfof
imprisonment not exceeding 11 yean oto a fine not exceedingN200,000.00
or both.

(2) A personwho:attemptsitoccommit the-act.of violence
provided for in subsection (1) othis section commits-an.offence:and is:liable
on conviction to a term of imprisonmentnot exceeding 6 months-or to:a

fine not exceedingN100,000:00-0r both.

(3) A personwhoiincites,-aids; 'abets; ar.counselsaher person
to commit the act of violence ;as provided forin subsection (1) of thissection
commits an offence -andiisiliabl®n conviction ito aterm cof imprisonment
not exceeding 6 monthsor:to-a fine noexceedingN100,000:00:or both.

(4) A person who rreceives or assists anotherwho, to:his orrher
knowledge, committed the offence provided for iin subsection (1), ofthis
section isan accessory after the ffact-andis liable con:conviction to-a term> of
imprisonment not exceeding 6 monthscor:to-a fine :noexceeding
N100,000:00:0r both.



Harmful widowhood
practices.

15. (1) A personwho:subjects awidow:to harmful traditional
practices commits-an offence and liable on-conviction to:aterm, of
imprisonment not exceeding 2 yearsrorto a fine-nekceedingN500,000.00
or both.

(2) A personwho:attempts:toccommit the-act.of violence
provided for in subsection (1) othis section commits-an-offence:and is:liable
on conviction to a term of imprisonmentnot exceeding 1 yearor:to afine

not exceedingN200,000.00 or'haoth.

(3) A personwhoiincites,-aids; abets; ar.counselsanother-penso
to commit the act of violenceas provided foriin:subsection) of this:section
commits an offence -andiisiliable) oronviction to a term ©of imprisonment
not exceeding lyear or to a‘finernot-exceedingd200,000.00or both.

(4) A person who rreceives or: assists anotherwho, to:his her
knowledge, committed the offence provided for iin subsection (1) 'of 'this
section is anaccessory after'the-facnd is!liable-on: convictionto: a-term of
imprisonment not exceeding 6 months-or to-a fineot exceeding
N100,000:00:0 both.

Abandonment.of childrerl®. (1) A personwho-abandos a wife cor'‘husband; children orother

spousesand other
dependants without

dependent without any means of sustenance: commits:ranoffencenand is
liable on conviction:to-a term-ofmprisonment nat exceeding 3 years orto a

means of sustenance. fine not exceedingN500,000.00 or'both.

Stalking

(2) A personwho-attempts:toccommit the-act.of violence
provided for in subsection (1) othis section commits-an offence and is:liable
on conviction to a term of imprisonment notexceeding 2, years or:to afine
not exceedingN200,000.00orthoth.

(3) A personwhoiincites,-aids; abets; ar.counsels aher person
to commit the act of violence as provided foriin subsection (1) of thissection
commits an «offene and iisliable on conviction to a term «of iimprisonment
not exceeding 2 years orto afine naxceedingN200,000.00orboth.

(4) A person who receives or assists anotheriwho, to:his her
knowledge, committed the offence provided for iin subsection (1) 'of'this
section isan accessoy after the fact andis liable oncconviction to-aterm of
imprisonment not exceeding 1, year or:to afinenot-exceedirig100,000.00
or both.

17. (1) A personwho-stalks:another commits:an‘offence and listliable
on conviction toa of imprisonment notexceeding 2 yearsranto‘afinenot

exceedingN500,000.00 ortboth.

(2) A personwho:attemptsitoccommit:the-act .of violence
provided for in subsection (1) otfhis section commits:an-offence:and:is



Intimidation.

Spousalhttery.

liable onconviction to a term of imgrisonment not exceeding 1 year or.to
fine not exceedingN200,00000 or both.

(3) A personwhoiincites,-aidsabets, cor.counselsandter person
to commit the act of violence ;as provided for/in subsectio(l) of this-setion
commits an offence -and<idiable on conviction:to -aterm of imprisonment
not exceeding 1 year or:ito afinecnaxceedingN200,000.00orboth.

(4) A person who receives or assistsnather who, to his or her
knowledge, committed the offence provided for iin subsection (1), 'of 'this
section is-anaccessory-after: the fact:and:ifable on conviction:to-a term-of
imprisonment not exceeding 1yyear orto afine naxceedingN100;000:00
or both.

18. (1) A personwho intimidates-another. commits:anfoffencerand is
liable on convictiontto-aterm of imprisonment not exceeding 1 yearrorto a
fine not exceedingN200,000.00orboth.

(2) A personwho:attemptsitoccommit:ithe-act.of violence
provided for in subsection (1) of thisection cmmmits an offence-and isi liable
on conviction to a term of imprisonment notexceeding6rmonths-or to:a

fine not exceedingN100,;000:00:0rboth.

(3) A personwhoiincites,-aids; abet or counsels:another perso
to commit the act of violenceas jprovidedforiin:subsection(1)of this:section
commits an offence -andiisiliable omonviction to a term «of imprisonment
not exceeding ® manths or to afinenotexceedingN100,000:00-or hoth.

(4) A person who rreceives or assists anotheriwho, to:his her
knowledge, committed the offence provided for iin subsection (1) 'of'this
section isan accesery after the fact andis liable oncconviction to-a term>of
imprisonment not exceeding 6 monthsor:to-a fine :noexceeding
N100,000:00:0r both.

19. (1) A personwho batters'hisoor hergouse commits -anooffence
and isliablecorconviction to a term ©f imprisonment notcexceeding; 3«years
or to a fine not exceedingN200,000.00 orthoth.

(2) A personwho:attempts:toccommit the-act.of violence
provided for in subsection (1) of'thisection commits:a offence andiis liable
on conviction to a term of imprisonment notexceeding 1 year or:to afine

not exceedingN100,000:00.0r both.

(3) A personwhoiincites,-aids; abets; ar.counselsanother-penso
to commit the act of violenceas providedforiin:subsection (1) of this:section
commits an offence -andiisiliable omonviction to a term «©f imprisonment
not exceeding lyear or to a‘'finernd exceedingN200,000.00 or both.

(4) A person who receive or assists:another.whojtoihisrorher
knowledge, committed the offence provided for iin subsection (1) 'of 'this
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Harmful sraditional
practices.

Attack with harmful
substance.

Administeringa
Substance with/intent.

section is-anaccessory-after: the' fact:and:-iiable on conviction:to-a term-of
imprisonment not exceeding 11 yean orto afinenaxceedingN200,000.00
or both.

20. (1) A person who ccarriesoouthharmfuliitraditional> practiceson
another commits -ancoffence-ands liable on:conviction to:aterm» of
imprisonment not exceeding 4 years or:to afine:nexceedingN500,000.00
or both.

(2) A personwho:attemptsitoccommit:ithe-act.of violence
provided for in subsecton (1)of:thissection commits-an-offence:and-is-liable
on conviction to a term of imprisonmentnot exceeding 2 years orto a:fine
not exceedingN300.000.00 or'baoth.

(3) A personwhoiincites,-aids; abets; ar.counselsanother-penso
to commit the act of violenceas providedforiin:subsection(1)of this:section
commits an offence -andiisiliable omonviction to a term «of imprisonment
not exceeding 2 pars orito a'fine not-exceedingd300,000.00 or'both.

(4) A person who rreceives or assistshanotheriwho, to-hos her
knowledge, committed the offence provided for iin subsection ((1)cof: this
section is anaccessory after'the-facnd is!liable-on: convictionto: a-term of
imprisonment nat exceeding 2 year or to: afin@ot exceedingN200,000.00
or both.

21. (1) A personwho uses chemical; biological oranyoether harmful
liquid on anothercommits anoffence-and-is liable on-conviction toarternt of
life imprisonment without anoption of fine.

(2) A personwho:attemptsitoccommit the-act.of violence
desaibed in subsection(1) of thissection commits -:ancoffence:and:is-liable
on conviction to a term of imprisonment notexceeding 25 years withoutan
option of fine.

(3) A personwhoiincites-aids; ‘abets; arocounsels @notherrperson
to commit the ad of violence, as provied for in subsection (1) ofithis
section, @mmits an offence andiisiliabl®n conviction to atterm:of
imprisonment not exceeding 25 years without-an;option’of fine.

(4) A person who rreceives or assists anotheriwho, to:hes her
knowledge, committed the offence provided for iin subsection (1), 'of'this
section isan accessory: afterithe factands liable on:conviction to-a term> of
imprisonment not exceeding 25 years without'th@ption of fine.

22 (1) A personcommits-an offencefifihéntentionally administers:-a
substanceto, orcauses-a substance tobe administered to oritaken by,
another personwith the intentionof stupefying or overpowering:that
person so-as to-enable anyperson to.engage-isexual activity withthat

person.



Political wolence.

Violence by statedors.

(2) A person who ccommits-ancoffence under'thiscseom is, iin
addition to any otheroffence under thisLaw isliable on conviction:to-a term
of imprisonment not exceeding 1§ears or a/fine.ofN500,000 or 'both.

23. (1) A person who ccommitsaanpolitical violence-as-defined under
OAAQEI if thi8 Baw rieldfing to political violence ccommits-an-offence
and is'liablecorconviction to a term ©f imprisonmentnot exceeding 4 years
or to a fine notexceedingN500,000.00 orboth.

(2) A personwho:attemptsitoccommit:ithe-act .of violence
provided for in subsection(1) of thisection commits -an-offence:and:is-liable
on conviction to a term of imprisonment notexceeding 2,gars or ito a‘fine
not exceedingN300,000.00 or'baoth.

(3) A personwhoincites, aids,-abets; or counsels anoer person
to commit the act of violence ;as provided for:in subsection(1) of this section
commits an offence and iisliable on convictionto -attermcof imprisonment
not exceeding 2 years orio a finenaxceedingN300,000.00 orboth.

(4) A person who rreceives or: assistanother who, to hisor her
knowledge, committed the offence provided for iin subsection (1) 'of 'this
section isan accessory: after ithe fact ands liable concconviction to-a term, of
imprisonment not execeeding 2 years ordio a fine nagxceedingN200,000.00
or both.

24. (1) A state actorwhocommits political violence.commits-an
offence and is!liable orconviction to aitem of imprisonment not exceeding
4 yearscor:to-a fine not-exceedini1000,000.00 or both.

(2) A personwho:attemptsitoccommit the-act.of violence
provided for in subsection (1) ofhis section commits-an-offence and is:liable
on conviction to a term of imprisonmentnot exceeding 3 years orto afine
not exceedingN700.000.00 orthoth.

(3) A personwhoiincites, aids; ‘abets; ar.counsedsother person
to commit the act of violence as provided foriin subsection (1) of thisc@n
commits an offence -and-idiable on convictionto -attermcof imprisonment
not exceeding 2 years orto afine naxceedingN500,000.00 orboth.

(4) A person who rreceives o assists-another.who, to-hior her
knowledge, committed the offence provided for iin subsection (1), 'of 'this
section isan accessory: after ithe fact ands liable concconviction to-a term> of
imprisonment not exceeding 1, years or.to afinecnaxceedingN300,000.00
both.

(5)  The State isiliableforithe offence.committed by-itsgants and
the Court shall -awardappropriate compensation .commensurate with:'the
extent and amountof damages.
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Incest

Indecent-aposure.

25. A personwholknowingly-and willfully.have-carnahknowledge of
another within the prohibited degrees of consanguinity:and affinity
contained in the ‘Schedule: doiithis Lawvith or without consent, commits
incest andis liable@n conviction to arminimum:termof-

(@) 10 yearsiimprisoment without an option of fine; and

(b)  where the two parties consent: to.commitincest,
provided that the consent.was notobtained by fraud
or threat, 5 yearsiimprisonment without-an>option>of
fine.

26. (1) A personwhoiintentionally-exposes hisror-her-genital organs,
or a substantialpart thereof, with the intention of causing distress: tot'the
other party, or that another personseeing itrmay-be tenpted or induced to
commit an offence wnder ithis| Law commits :anoffence termed “indecent
exposure”.

(2) A personwhoiintentionally-exposes hisror-her-genitargans,
or a substantial parthereof, and induce-another to-eithermassag or
touch with the intention of deriving sexuapleasure fromsuch:acts commits
an offence wnder:this:section.

(3) A personwhocommits-an>offenceunder!this-sectiois liable
upon conviction to, a term of imprisonment of not less than 14a or to a

fine not exceedingN500,000 orboth.

Jurisdictionof court.

PARTIII
JURISDICTIONIOFTHE GOU

27.  Only the HighCourt-of theState shall have the jjurisdictionttohear
and grant any application -brought undethis Law.

Applicationfor protection 28. (1)  An application for ;a protection corderrmay,>bermade before

order.

the High Courtfollowinga complaint «of wviolence:by:the: complainantand
such order, if granted,:shalb beffective throughout the Federal-Republicof
Nigeria andnottimel limitoorpprescription:'shadpply in relation ito -a person
seekingto apply for-such» protection-order.

(2) Any complainantrmay;rin'the prescribed mannerpapply tothe
Court for aprotection order.

(3) If the complainant iis notrepresented by counsethe police
officer with whom a complaint of violence'has -been lodged shallinform the
complainant of the remedies he>oishe mayhecentitled: to.under 'thid.aw
including the right to lodge a criminal-.complaintagainst the respondent if-a
criminal offence 'has been committed under thisaw.
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(4) Notwithstanding the provisions:of-any otherlaw;/the
application may'be brought-on-behaldf the complainart by any other
person, includinga police officer, -a-protectionofficer, an accredited:-service
provider, a .counsebr, health service provider,-social workeor teacher who
has iinterest inithewell-being of the complainant Provided ithat the
application shallthebbrought with:the written cosent of the complainant,
except in circumstanceswhere'the complainant B

(@) aminor;
(b) mentally retarded,;

(c) unconscious;or

(d) a personwhothe courti is satisfied: isrunable to
provide the required.consent.

(5) Notwithstanding the provisions cof -anyoother daw, any-mirmg
or any jpersoncon-behalf,of:aninor, may -apply:to:the Court for: a protection
order without the assistance of:a parenguardian or -any-other person:and
supporting affidavit by persons who have knowledgef the matter
concerned may-accompany theapplication.

(6) Theapplication-and:affidavits 'shallbe filed in-Court.

Consideratiorof 29. (1) The Court:shallascsoon:as is-reasonably: possible;-consider an

application. application submittedto it under section 28(6) of this Law and may, br that
purpose, consider:suchadditional evidence -as:it/deemsifit;nincludingroral
evidence orevidence> by affidavit, whichhall form part of the record ofithe
proceedings.

(2) If the Court is-satisfied that therds prima ffacie-evidencehat
the respondent iis committing, has committed «or ‘that ‘there is /imminent
likelihood that he rmay-commit-aract of domestic wiolence, the Court'shall,
notwithstanding the fact that the respondent hasnotbeen:givem notice ‘of
the proceedings «contemplated insubsection (1) ©f ithis ssection, dissue:ran
interim protection order against the respondent,in theprescribed manner.

(3)  Aninterim protection order shall be-served onhe respondent
in the prescribedmanner and must-calbon'therespondentto'show:cause on
the return date, specified inthe order why a protection order-should not-be
issued.

(4) A copy of the -application: referred: to /in: sectior28 (1)of this
Law andthe record of anyevidence taken under. subsection (1) of this
section shall beserved on‘therrespondentogether with the interim
protection order.

(5) If the Court does notiissue:aninterim protectioorder under
subsection ((2) cof tthissection, the Court <shall/direct 'the" Registrarof the
Court to cause:certified copies of thapplication and anysupporting
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Issuing-of-potection
orders.

affidavit to be served.on:the respondent-ithe prescribedmanner, together
with: a notice calling on the respondent:toshow causecon:the return/date,
specified inthe notice, why a;protectionorder should not be issued.

(6)  Aninterim protection arder shall'be-served onhe respondent
in the prescribedmanner and-shall call on the-respondent.to:show: cause o
the return date, specified irthe order why a protection order,-should not:be
issued.

(7)  The return dates-referred: toiin: subsections: (3)-and (65 this
section may not'he lesshan 5 days-after-service has-beeneffectedupon:the
respondent.

30. (2) If the respondent does not-appearon a-return-dat
contemplated in section 29 (3) 0(5) of this Law, and iif the Court is satisfied
that-
(@) proper service has been effected onthe
respondent; and

(b) the application contains-a prima facie evidence
that the respondent hasccommitted s
committing or that there isanimminent
likelihood that he may-commit.a act of
domestic violence,

the court shall issue: @rotection order in the prescribed form.

(2) If the respondent appears.on the return'date inraer to
oppose the iissuing of:grotection order, the court shall;proceed to hear'the
matter and consider-

(@) any evidence previouslyreceivedrunder section
29 (1)-of thid.aw;, and

(b)  suchfurther affidavitsorcoral-evidence as itimay
direct, which shallform part ofthe record of
the proceedings.

(3) The Courtrmay,oontits)own:@ccordrorron the request of the
complainant, if it iscof theopinion that it is just.ordesirable to!do so,order
that in the examination.of witnessesincluding the complainant,-a
respondent who isnotrepresented by a:legal-practitioner

(@) is mot entitled to crossexamine directly-a
person who is in-ac/domestiaelationship with
the respondent; and

(b)  shall put any cquestion:to:such: avwitness by
stating the question to the Court,-andhe court
is to repeat the question-accuratelytolthe

witness
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Powerurt in respect
Protection @ders.

(4) The Court -shall,»after-a hearing-aprovided in subsecton
(2) of thissection,issue protection order in the prescribed form if it/finds,
on a'bablnce ofprobabilities, that the respondent has.committed, is
committing or that there is an imminent llikelihood tthat'hemay commit -an
act of domestic wviolence.

(5) Upon the issuingof-a protectionoorder; 'the:Redisar of the
Court shall, in theprescribed manner, cause

(@) the original of suchcorder:to-be:served on/the
respondent; and

(b)  a certified copy of suchoorder,;»and!theoriginal
warrant of arrest to be issued undersection
33((1)a), to be servedon:the.complainant.

(6) The Registrarcoftthe Court'shall; ithe prescribed rmanner,
forward certified copies of anyprotection order and of the warrantof arrest
issued wundersection 33((1) (a) o 'thepolice station ©of the complainant's
choice.

(7)  Subject o the provisions of section 31 (7) of thisaw, a
protection order issued underthis section remainsiin:force untiltit-isset
aside, -and: the-exegtion of such order-shalhot be automatically -suspended
upon the filing of an-appeal.

31 (1)  TheCourtmay,by means’ofa protection orderreferred to of
section 29.ofithisLaw, prohibit the respondent from-

(@) committing any act.of domestic violence;
(b)  enlisting the help cof -another;person to: commit
any such-act;

(c) entering a shared-household provided that'the
court may imposetthis prohibitiononly if it
appearsito'be in the best interests of the
complainant;

(d) entering aspecified part-of such a shared
household;

(e) entering the complainant'siresidence;
() entering the complainant's;place of
employment:

(9) preventing the complainant ‘from centering cor
remaining in the shared household or a
specified jpartof the shared -household;

(h) alienating or dsposing ithe sshared householdor
encumbering same;
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(i) renouncing 'hiscor-her rights-in'theshared
household except inf favour-of thecomplainant;
or

() committing any other act -as-specifiedninithe
protection order.

(2)  The Court-mayrimposeany additional condition; whidh i
deems reasonably necessary forotect and provide for the safety, health-or
well-being of the complainant, includingan order

(@) to seize aany-armoor: dangerous weapom inthe
possess$on or under ithe controlofithe
respondent;

(b) that a police officershallaccompany the
complainant to aspecified jplacetto-assiswith
arrangementsregarding the collectiorof
personal property;

(c) directing the responcent to secure -alternative
accommodation ffor the complainant;

(d) directing a temporal relocation to -any -safe
place asmay be «deemfitiin:the iterest of the
complainant; or

(e) approve a mediationcchannel upon submission
by the complainant.

(3) In ordering a;prohibition.under:subsection L (of this section,
the Court mayimpose on ithe respondent-obligations: as:to the discharge of
rent or mortgage payments ‘havingregard to the financial needs and
resources of the complainant-and theespondent.

(4) The Court-may order'therespondent to payneergency
monetary relief hhavingregard to the financial needs:and:-resources’ of the
complainant and ‘the rrespndent, and such order thas: the-effectoof:a civil
judgment of acourt.

(5) The Courtrmayssueany: direction to-ensure' that the
complainant's physical-address: inot disclosed in-any manner, which:may
endanger the saféy, health or weltbeing of the complainant.

(6) If the court is satisfied:that it isn the best interestsof any
child, it may

(@) refuse the respondent contact with:such:child;
or

(b)  order contact with such:child-on: such
conditions asiitrmay consider appropriate.
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(7)  TheCourtshallnot refuse to issue-a protection-cder or
impose any:condition-omake any:order.whichtitis competent:to impaoseror
make under this ssection, merely- orthe grounds that other legal remedies
are available to'the.complainant.

(8) If the Court iscofithecopinion that-any provision of a-protection
order dealswith a matter that should, inithe interests of justice, be dealt
with further under anyother:relevantaw, including:the'Matrimonial Cates
Cap.M7,LFN,2010. Act and Child's 'RightsLaw, the Court:shalbrder that such -a;provision:'shall
be in force for suchlimited period asthe:court determines; in order tafford
the party concerned theopportunity to seek appropriate relief under such

law.

Power ofPolice 32. (1) A police officer, -at:the:scenef an incident of violence corso
soon thereafter asreasonably postle or to whom areport of wiolence has
been made,-shallhave the dutyf -

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

assisting -avictimoof violence toifile ac.complaint
regarding the violence;

providing or arranging -safe:transportffor:ithe
victim to an alternative regdence, safe place or
shelter where suchisrequired;

providing or arranging ‘transportation ‘for tthe
victim to the nearest'hospitalcormedical facility
for treatment of injuries where such itreatment
is needed,;

explaining to the victim his or ther rrights :to
protection against violence-and remedies
availableinitermsoof this Law

explaining to the wictim that ‘hecor-she hasthe
right to lodge acriminal complaint inaddition
to any remedy provided under this Lapand

accompanying ‘the wictim: tovvictim's-residence
to collect personal belongings.

(2) A police «officer rmay, without -ancorder: from:the. Court:oa
warrant of arrest, arrest-anyperson whom-

(@)

(b)

he or she:suspects upon:-reasonable giods 1o
have committed any of:the offencesunder Part
1 of this| Lawy and

a complaint'has beenmade for-having
committed any of the offences wunder ‘Part! [oof
this Law.
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(3) A police officeriinccarrying ouhis or herduties under this Law
shall ‘have the power to

(@) remove or supervisetthe removal of: & person
excluded from a sharedrresidencewherdhe
court hasiissued suchran-ordenundéhis Law,

(b) remove or supervise the removal of any
dangerous weaponused iinorder:tocommit an
act of violence as:contemplated:in'this Law

(c) collect and -store ffingerprintsiincluding DNA ‘of
accused-and convicted offenders;and

(d) perform any other act considered necessary: in
order to ensure ithe-safety-andvell-being of the
complainant.

Warrant of arestupon 33. (1)  Whenever :acCourt-issues arProtectionr Order;th@@t shall
issuing potection arder. Mmake anorder-
(@) authorizing the issue-of-a.weaant for the arrest
of the respondent, iinitheprescribed form;-and

(b)  suspending:the-execution of such.warrant
subject to compliance vwith -any prohibition,
condition, obligation or order iimposed under
section 31oof this Law

(2)  The warrant rreferred ito in subsection ((1)(a)-of 'this sein
remains in‘force unless'th@rotection order is set-aside; or:it:is.:cancelled
after execution.

(3)  The Court:shall-issue the.complainant withsecond or further
warrant of arrest, if the complainant/files-an affidavitin'the presitred form
in which it is-statedthat such warrantis required for-her.or his protection

and that the existing warrant.ofarrest has'been

(@) executed orcancelled;or
(b) lost or destroyed.

(4) A complainant:may-handthe.warrant of arrest-together with
an affidavit in the prescribedform, where it is stated thatthe respondent
has contravened-anyprohibitioncondition, obligation or @rdercontained in
a protection order, to anypolice officer.

(5) If it appears ito ithe ;police cofficerconcerned that, there are
reasonable grounds to -suspect 'that thecomplainart may suffer imminent
harm as-aresult of the allegedibreach of the protection order by the
respondent, the police officer shall forthwith arrest the respondent ‘for
allegedly committing the .offencereferred to in Part| of this Law

17



(6) If the police officer concernediis of the  opinion'that thereare
insufficient grounds ffor arresting the respondent under ssubsection (5)f
this section, he orshe shall hand a.written notice tahe respondent which

(@) specifies the name, the residential caddress and
the occupation or status:of therespondent;

(b) calls wpon ithe rrespondent: to-appear before a
Court, and onthe date and atithetime specified
in the notice, on -accharge>ofcommitting the
offence referred to in section 31(1) of this Law,
and

(c) contains accertificate:signed by the pale
officer concerned ito ithe ceffect ithathe or she
handed the original rnotice:to:therrepondent
and that he or-sheexplained the import thereof
to the respondent.

(7)  The police «officer -shall forward- a’ duplicate rorigal of the
notice referred to in subsection((6)of this section to the Registrar ofithe
Court concerned,and the mere production initheCourt of such-alduplicate
original shall be -a primdacie proof that the original washanded to the
respondent specified therein.

(8) In considering \whether cor rnot tthe ccomplainat may suffer
imminent harm, ascontemplated in subsection (5)-0f this&ction, the police
officer shalltake into accountithe

(@) risk to the safety, 'health or.wetbeing of the
complainant:

(b)  seriousness of the conduct comprising-an
alleged breach of the protection order;;and

length of time since the-alleged breach

enever a warrant of arest is handed to a police officer
under subsection (4) (a) of this section, the police officer shall inform the
complainant of his or her right tosimultaneously lay a criminal charge
against the respondent, if applicable, and explain to the complainant to lay
suchacharge.

Variation or etting aside 34. (1) A complainant or respondent may, upon written notice tthe

of protection ader. other party and thecourt apply for the variation or setting aside of a
protection order referredto in section 30 of this Law in the prescribed
manner.

(2)  If the Court is satisfied that a good cause has been shown for
the variation or setting aside of the protection order, it may issue an order
to this effect, provided that the Court shall not grant such an application to
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